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Personal Statements: Key things to remember

Universities are looking for the following traits:
1.	Ability to study independently
2.	Motivated and high achieving 
3.	Intellectually capable
4.	Potential to succeed
5.	Significant subject knowledge
6.	Interest in studying subject
7.	Can contribute to university life20 -25% Extra-curricular
· Relevant work experience
· Subject-related activities
· Career aspirations
· Unrelated activities
75 - 80% Academic, focusing on your chosen course
· Why have you chosen this subject?
· What particularly interests you about this subject?
· Where has this interest come from?
· Show your competence in the subject
· What independent reading or research have you done?

Structures
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]Tree Structure							Flow structure· Split into four paragraphs each focusing on a different aspect of your ability to succeed at university
· Should show your interest in the course, subject knowledge, relevant extra-curricular activities and finally your future aspirations and career goals
· Main theme of your personal statement is the subject you are applying for.
· Each section (split into four here) will directly relate to how you would be the perfect candidate for your chosen course
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® The four boxes are different paragraphs

e

® Your introduction should introduce
2 Subject your interest in the course

1. Introduction E==
knowledge

® The subject knowledge will expand and
provide evidence of why you’ll be good 0
at the subject

3. Extra ® Any extra curricula activities that are
relevant to your studies

curricula Eemd 4 Conclusion

Activities ® Conclude with why you want to study
to degree level —future plans

® Easierto lay out, but also easier to go
off track!
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Simpler concept to handle, but still go through just in case and ask if there are any questions. Applyto Al
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